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Supporting 
healthier 
communities.
Pharmacy is more than a course. It's 
a lifetime of saving lives and improving 
the wellbeing of communities. At Monash, 
you will learn about the formulation of 
medicines and their effects on the body, 
and receive the experience and expertise 
you will need to make an impact as 
a healthcare professional. 

At a Glance

International standards
Our Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours) course uses 
the same robust, current and evolving curriculum 
offered at the Parkville campus.

21st century learning
Teaching and learning are supported by innovative, 
intelligent use of learning technology.

Education with a difference
The Monash research ethos underpins and informs 
our teaching in terms of technical content as well as 
sound, closely evaluated educational practice.

Industry exposure
Work placements will give you the opportunity
to integrate classroom learning with real
world experience and develop your pharmacy 
practice skills.

Study abroad
As a Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours) student,
you have the options to transfer to the Parkville 
campus at the end of Year 1 or Year 2, or spend 
one semester there as an exchange student.

Ranking and Recognition

Our programs are recognised by 
the following organisations:

• Tertiary Education Quality and 
Standards Agency (TEQSA), Australia

• Malaysian Qualifications Agency (MQA)

QS World University Rankings by Subject 2017

The Bachelor of Pharmacy (Hons) program is 
accredited by the Australian Pharmacy Council and 

the Pharmacy Board of Malaysia.

#1
in Australia

#2
in the world

for Pharmacy
and Pharmacology

for Pharmacy
and Pharmacology
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The world needs pharmacists. As the experts on medicines and the way they interact with 
the body, pharmacists play a vital role in improving the health of their communities. As the 
global population grows and ages, and as medicines become more complex, the need for 
pharmacists intensifies. The World Health Organisation estimates that there is the potential
for creation of some 40 million additional healthcare jobs across the world by 2030 – 
almost double the current number – and pharmacists figure prominently amongst them.

Why study Pharmacy?
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What is a pharmacist?
A pharmacist is a health professional who is 
skilled in the science and practice of 
preparing and dispensing medicinal drugs.

Pharmacists treat patients by drawing upon a 
deep understanding of how drugs affect the 
human body: their therapeutic benefits, their 
side-effects, how they react when mixed with 
other medicines and what doses are best 
under which circumstances.

Does that mean, as a pharmacist, you’ll 
spend all day standing behind a counter, 
handing out pills? Absolutely not. There’s 
much more to pharmacy than you might first 
think.

What does a pharmacist do?
As a pharmacist, you work as part of a team 
with other healthcare professionals. Together, 
you help patients to maintain and optimise 
their health and to guide them through 
sickness. Jobs don’t get much more 
important than that.

Every day, you offer your expert advice to 
make sure that members of the community in 
which you work – whether it be a town, a 
neighbourhood or a hospital – are taking the 
right medicine or seeking the right treatment.

And if you’re not working in a pharmacy itself, 
you might find that your career takes you to 
roles in government, industry, research or 
clinical-trials.

Who we look for
Pharmacy is a rewarding career, but it’s 
also a challenging and demanding one. 
Think about the rows upon rows of 
medicines behind a pharmacy counter.
A pharmacist needs to have an in-depth 
knowledge of what every single one of 
those products does, how it might be of 
benefit and how it might do potential 
harm.

And that’s just the scientific side of the job.

Consider the hundreds of customers that 
will visit that pharmacist each day, each 
one with a specific ailment and a particular 
way of dealing with it; a different approach 
to medicine, a different level of scientific 
understanding (if any), a different set of 
language skills. Some will need a little bit 
of help, many will need a lot.

A pharmacist’s technical knowledge 
needs to be matched by his or her 
communication skills. In the vast majority 
of cases, a pharmacist is dealing directly 
with people and, without the ability to 
convey information well, or to understand 
patients’ concerns, they are really just a 
repository of very important information.

So when we look for students to join our 
faculty, we seek those who are both 
academically able and willing to learn the 
‘soft’ skills that are so vital for success in 
this profession. Not only communication, 
but teamwork, emotional empathy and the 
ability to make good judgements.

We want students who take satisfaction in 
helping others. In turn, our pharmacy 
degrees will help you build both the 
technical and personal skills you need to 
excel as a pharmacist.

Pharmacy is changing fast
As a pharmacist, you work as part of a team 
Pharmacy has a long and remarkable 
history, but it isn’t stuck in the past. 

Our ageing population makes an increased 
and changing demand for pharmacists’ 
skills inevitable. The ever-growing 
complexity of medicines will mean that 
pharmacists will require ever-higher levels 
of scientific knowledge. The growth of 
healthcare teams will mean that increased 
scientific knowledge will need to be 
matched by a growth in soft skills like 
teamwork, communication and problem 
solving.

Whatever the future holds, though, one 
thing will remain the same: pharmacists 
will always do the sort of work that 
changes people’s lives for the better.
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Research-led teaching
The Monash Faculty of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences is internationally renowned as a key research 
centre in pharmacy and pharmaceutical sciences and 
home to the Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences (MIPS). The MIPS comprises the largest and 
most experienced group of pharmaceutical scientists in 
Australia. Monash has been named the best university in 
Australia, and the second best in the world at which to 
study Pharmacy and Pharmacology according to QS 
World Rankings by Subject 2017.

Qualified and experienced lecturers
Our lecturers bring to their teaching a wealth of insight 
and experience from industry and professional practice, 
locally and internationally.

Why study with us?
Exciting student life
We offer a vibrant and international learning 
environment. Our students are encouraged to 
participate in campus activities and be an active part of 
the campus community.

Strategic location
We are located in Bandar Sunway, a thriving township 
that offers a full range of amenities within easy reach.

Good job prospects
Pharmacists are in high demand in Malaysia, and 
graduates can venture into various career paths.
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Who we look for
Pharmacy is a rewarding career, but it’s 
also a challenging and demanding one. 
Think about the rows upon rows of 
medicines behind a pharmacy counter.
A pharmacist needs to have an in-depth 
knowledge of what every single one of 
those products does, how it might be of 
benefit and how it might do potential 
harm.

And that’s just the scientific side of the job.

Consider the hundreds of customers that 
will visit that pharmacist each day, each 
one with a specific ailment and a particular 
way of dealing with it; a different approach 
to medicine, a different level of scientific 
understanding (if any), a different set of 
language skills. Some will need a little bit 
of help, many will need a lot.

A pharmacist’s technical knowledge 
needs to be matched by his or her 
communication skills. In the vast majority 
of cases, a pharmacist is dealing directly 
with people and, without the ability to 
convey information well, or to understand 
patients’ concerns, they are really just a 
repository of very important information.

So when we look for students to join our 
faculty, we seek those who are both 
academically able and willing to learn the 
‘soft’ skills that are so vital for success in 
this profession. Not only communication, 
but teamwork, emotional empathy and the 
ability to make good judgements.

We want students who take satisfaction in 
helping others. In turn, our pharmacy 
degrees will help you build both the 
technical and personal skills you need to 
excel as a pharmacist.

You’ve probably seen movies or TV shows 
about university lectures where a teacher 
stands up the front of the class and lectures, 
or even reads the lesson off slides.

That’s not our style.

Our faculty is at the forefront of a revolution 
in university teaching. We emphasise 
what’s known as ‘active learning’ over the 
traditional ‘didactic’ lecture. Before you 
come to class, you will watch lectures 
online or do assigned reading to familiarise 
yourself with key concepts. Then when 
you’re in class, you apply that knowledge 
through group-work, asking questions and 
testing your understanding.

We call it a flipped classroom. It 
emphasises critical thinking and analysis, 
and helps you to hone the communication, 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
you will need in practice. Study after study 
suggests it’s a far more efficient way of 
learning, improving engagement as well as 
retention of information and even 
attendance.

Pharmatopia
Pharmatopia is an online platform where 
students can encounter engaging 
problem-based, pharmacy training 
modules. The idea came about when we 
realised our single tableting machine (a 
device that creates the sort of tablets you 
find at a pharmacy) wasn’t enough for our 
hundreds of students, particularly  when 
new regulations came in that meant only 
teachers could use the machine.

So we decided to create an online 
machine, as well as an entire learning 
environment around it. Today Pharmatopia 
covers many different training modules and 
lets students get a practical understanding 
of the field no matter where they are on 
campus… or in the world, for that matter.

Pharmville
Pharmville is a fictional community that 
depicts people with real problems to 
provide undergraduate students with a 

How you will learn
sense of what pharmacy practice is really 
like. Each Pharmville character has a 
distinct social and cultural background, 
lifestyle and medical history and teaching 
staff can use Pharmville  to link theory with 
authentic situations, involving people, 
families and a typical Melbourne suburb.

MyDispense
MyDispense is an online simulation of life 
as a pharmacist. We developed it here in 
the faculty and it is now used by pharmacy 
schools around the world.It gives you 
practice dispensing over 1,500 medications 
to over 300 virtual patients.It takes you 
from from initial communication with the 
patient and  prescriber to the professional 
advice you give to patients as you hand 
them their medicines.At the end of each 
exercise, you’ll receive rich, contextual 
feedback on your dispensing performance.
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Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours)
KPT/JPT (R/727/6/0061) 03/20 - A7256

4 years

February

$
2018 fees per year

Pharmacy

Pharmacists are health professionals with the skills 
and knowledge to manage patients’ and healthcare 
providers’ understanding and use of medicines. 
They also play a key role in drug development 
and innovation. 

As part of your degree, you will cover the 
processes involved in providing primary healthcare, 
drug information, and clinical pharmacy services in 
different practice environments – all you need to 
start making a difference for people in hospitals, 
aged-care facilities and local communities.

Course Outline

This course will develop the practical and analytical 
skills you require for pharmacy practice, as well as 
oral and written communication, critical thinking, 
inquiry, numeracy, information literacy and 
leadership.

It will prepare you not just for initial registration, but 
also to be part of the next-generation global 
pharmacists with highly advanced leadership and 
research skills.

Areas of Study

THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE BODY
How the body works, including studies of anatomy, 
physiology and biochemistry relevant to the 
discipline.

DRUG STRUCTURE, DISPOSITION AND ACTION
How medicines work, including studies of medicinal 
chemistry, pharmacology, pharmaceutics and 
pharmacokinetics/pharmacodynamics relevant to 
the discipline.

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
What pharmacists do, including the sociocultural 
context in which the pharmacist and customer 
operates, social and health practice issues, as well 
as the ethical and legal context of pharmacy.

COMPREHENSIVE CARE
How to manage diseases and disorders, including 
the relationship between pathophysiology and the 
design and use of drugs in treating various health 
conditions.

INQUIRY AND INNOVATION
How to employ problem-solving and innovative 
thinking skills in a laboratory, clinical, social or 
business environment.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Work-based training programs and internships.

Malaysian Student
RM 49,000
International Student
RM 53,900

Course Structure

Part A. Structure and function of the body 
(12 points)
● How the body works (12 points)

Part B. Drug structure, disposition and action 
(30 points)
● How medicines work I
● How medicines work II (18 credit points)
● How medicines work III

Part C. Professional practice (36 points)
● Professional practice I
● Professional practice II
● Professional practice III
● Professional practice IV (12 points)
● Professional practice V

Part D. Comprehensive care (84 points)
● Respiratory and gastrointestinal
● Dermatology and pain
● Endocrinology and renal
● Cardiovascular
● Mental health
● Microbiology and infection (12 points)
● Neurology and ophthalmology
● Critical care (12 credit points)
● Haematology and oncology
● Transplants
● Integrated care (12 points)

Part E. Inquiry and innovation (24 points)
● Inquiry and innovation I
● Inquiry and innovation II (18 points)

Part F. Professional experience (6 points)
● Professional experiential placements
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Career Paths

The demand for pharmacists in Malaysia and the region is high, 
and pharmacists will likely remain a sought-after profession in the 
foreseeable future. Graduates will be able to find employment in 
the following sectors:

COMMUNITY PHARMACY
● Medication management
● Pharmaceutical care
● Retailing
● Management
● Health promotion

HOSPITAL PHARMACY
● Clinical pharmacy
● Management
● Total Parenteral Nutrition
● Therapeutic Drug Monitoring
● Outpatient Pharmacy
● Drug Information Services

GOVERNMENT (MINISTRY OF HEALTH)
● National Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency
● The Pharmacy Services Division

PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY
● Research and development
● Clinical research
● Regulatory affairs
● Product information
● Sales and marketing
● Management

ARMED SERVICES
● Pharmacy officer

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
● Academia
● Research and development

“At Monash, I have the opportunity 
to practice in a virtual environment 
which allows me to make mistakes 
and learn in a protected 
environment. Our lecturers are 
also researchers who work in 
multidisciplinary teams to tackle 
major challenges, which gives us 
quicker access to updated 
knowledge.”

LOK KOK HOU
Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours) student

Abbvie Young Leaders Award 2016
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Find out more about Pharmacy 
work placements at 
pharm.monash.edu.my/current-
students/pep

Industry exposure
Under the Professional Experience Placement 
(PEP) program, you will have the opportunity 
to undergo professional pharmacist training in 
Year 3 and 4. This is part of the BPharm 
(Hons) program and placements are 
scheduled in your timetable.

During the placements, you’ll get the chance 
to observe and assist the pharmacist in 
day-to-day duties including ward rounds, 
patient case review, conduct patient 
counselling, prescription filling, dispensing 
medications and checking for medication 
errors. Our aim is to get you work-ready with 
a better understanding of the role of 
a pharmacist in the healthcare profession.

Placement Sites

You’ll be assigned to different training sites 
for a wide range of experience working in 
different settings, including:
● Government hospitals
● Private hospitals
● Rural clinics
● Community pharmacies

Our students have been attached to:
● Alive Pharmacy
● Bestari Jaya Health Clinic
● Jeram Health Clinic
● MSD (Merck Sharp & Dohme)
● Putrajaya Hospital
● Sultanah Aminah Hospital
● Sunway Medical Center
● Tengku Ampuan Rahimah Hospital
● Vitacare Pharmacy

Photo by Sitwat Azhar Hashmi for MONGA
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“The work placements 
gave me exposure and 
understanding of the 
various types of clinical 
healthcare settings as 
a pharmacist in Malaysia. 
I learned that a pharmacist 
has various roles and is 
an integrated part of the 
healthcare system.”

LEANNE SABRINA DE SILVA
Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours) graduate

Currently pursuing the Masters in Biomedical 
Science at Monash Malaysia
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Pharmacy

* Part-time studies not available
 for international students

2018 fees per year

Doctor of Philosophy
KPT/JPT (R/210/8/0016) 03/20 - MQA/SWA0117

Our PhD program offers you a range of experiences 
to enhance your research outcomes and prepare 
you for a career impacting global health. You will 
tackle a research problem you have formulated, 
the culmination of which is a research thesis that is 
expected to make a significant contribution to 
the knowledge and understanding of 
the chosen discipline.

We are looking for talents intended to advance into 
excellent researchers, inspirational innovators, and 
future leaders of pharmaceutical industry and 
pharmacy practice.

Your PhD thesis can be submitted in the classical 
form or as a PhD thesis by publication.

You will be supported by a minimum of two 
supervisors throughout your candidature.

Areas of research
● Anticancer therapeutics
● Clinical pharmacy
● Drug delivery
● Drug discovery and development
● Health economics
● Medicinal chemistry
● Microbiology
● Organic and biomolecular chemistry
● Pharmaceutical sciences
● Pharmacognosy
● Pharmacology
● Pharmacy practice
● Phytochemistry

“Together with our innovative 
program emphasising integration of 
advanced scientific knowledge into 
pharmacy practice, we also provide 
our students with an environment 
inspiring critical thinking and active 
learning. Under continuous 
mentorship, our students learn how 
to communicate effectively with 
patients and work collaboratively 
with all healthcare professionals 
to ensure the best outcome.”

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DR ANTON V. DOLZHENKO
School of Pharmacy

3-4 years (Full-time)
6-8 years (Part-time)*

Throughout the year
(Subject to availability of supervision)

Research

Malaysian Student
RM 40,280 
International Student
RM 44,308

Your PhD research project is to be 
conceived from the outset as 
clearly achievable within three years 
equivalent full time, and you are 
expected to complete your degree 
within three to four years equivalent 
full time.
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“Studying Pharmacy at Monash 
has been a rewarding 
experience. I enjoyed the 
learning styles and modules 
which constantly encourage me 
to be an independent thinker 
and challenge me to strive for 
excellence. My placements as 
well were absolutely valuable 
and fulfilling; I was able to apply 
the knowledge I gained in my 
classes to a real-world 
environment, and explore the 
diverse roles of pharmacist in 
different professional settings.”

YEOW SHIAU HUEH
Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours) student

Exchange student at the Parkville campus for 
a semester
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Malaysian Student
RM 49,000 (Per year)

International Student
RM 53,900 (Per year)

School of Pharmacy

Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours) 4 years February

*The undergraduate entry requirements published in this brochure are for students who commence the MUFY program in 2017/2018.
# Monash College Diploma Part 1 provides a pathway into Year 1 of corresponding undergraduate studies. 
ˆ  Diploma of Higher Education Studies and Monash College Diploma Part 2 provide a pathway into Year 2 of corresponding undergraduate studies. 
**The Monash College Diploma Part 1 and 2 entry requirements published in this guide are for students commencing their undergraduate destination degree in 2019.

A Guide to Courses, Fees, and Entry Requirements

Course Duration Intakes 2018 Fees
Prerequisites and 
additional requirements

Malaysian Student
RM 40,280 (Per year)

International Student
RM 44,308 (Per year)

Doctor of Philosophy 3-4 years 
(Full-time)

6-8 years 
(Part-time)

Throughout the year

Subject to availability
of supervision
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pharm.monash.edu.my

Prerequisites

Chemistry (Australian Year 12 equivalent), Higher Level Mathematics (Australian Year 12 equivalent), and Biology (Australian Year 12 equivalent).

Applicants must be proficient in English. This can be demonstrated through one of the following:

n Studying English at Year 12 Higher Level or equivalent 
n A minimum 'B' in 1119 English
n An overall score of 7.0 or greater with no individual band less than 6.5 achieved in IELTS
n A total score of 94 or greater with 20 in Listening, 19 in Reading, 24 in Writing and 20 in Speaking achieved in an Internet-based TOEFL
n An overall score of 65 with no Communicative Skills lower than 58 achieved in PTE Academic
n A minimum B in GCE O Level (English Language or Literature in English)

IGCSE 

n A minimum B in Literature (English) OR English Literature (India only) OR First Language English 0522; OR
n Grade A in English as a Second Language

If an applicant has more than one result within the last two years, only the most recent demonstration of English proficiency will be considered for admission.

Applicants must also meet minimum entry requirements set by the Pharmacy Board of Malaysia. Please visit www.pharmacy.gov.my for information.

12 90 22 77% 82% 9 33 10 2.6 84.9% 133.33 8.5677.5% 8.5 N/A N/A N/AN/AN/A

Entry requirements are subject to change. Please refer to monash.edu.my for the most current information. 
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Requirements
n A bachelor's degree requiring at least fours years of full-time study in a relevant field, and which normally includes a research component in the fourth year, leading to an honours 1 or 2A in 

a relevant field;
n A course leading to a level rated by the relevant department, faculty and committee as equivalent to an honours 1 or 2A in a relevant field; or
n A master's degree that entails work, normally including a significant research component, at least equivalent to an honours degree in a relevant field (a 'significant research component' in 

a master's degree will vary from discipline to discipline). It is normally expected that a grade of honours 2A has been obtained for the research thesis or project. Where ungraded, examiner's 
reports will be taken into account; or

n A qualification deemed equivalent
n Meet the English language requirements of the University
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The information in this course guide is correct at 
the time of publication. Monash University 
Malaysia reserves the right to change the 
information in line with updates, from time to time.
Please check the website (www.monash.edu.my) 
for the latest information.

Produced by Marketing and Future Students, 
Monash University Malaysia
Copyright © 2017 Monash University Malaysia,
DULN002(B)

October 2017

Co. No. 458601-U
(Date of establishment: 20 March 2000)

CONTACT US
Business hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 6.00pm

Counselling hours for course enquiries:
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 6.00pm 

Closed on weekends and public holidays.

Enquiries

T +60 3 5514 6000
F +60 3 5514 6001
E mum.info@monash.edu

Address

Monash University Malaysia
Jalan Lagoon Selatan
47500 Bandar Sunway
Selangor Darul Ehsan
Malaysia

monash.edu.my
monashmalaysia


