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Here in Monash, you are likely to find sporting events taking place every weekend throughout the 

second semester. Running events, treasure hunts and the Monash Cup ruled the season and tested the 

physical capability of us. However, on the weekend of 7th October, brain matter, rather than muscle 

matter, was tested and strained in a competition for a whopping 24 hours! 

UniCode, made for students by students, was held at INTI International College Subang on the 7th and 8th 

October, running for 24 hours continuously. Pioneered by a group of 4 spirited students from the 

University of Wollongong programme in INTI International College Subang together with the School of IT 

MUSA School Representatives, UniCode was born with the idea of introducing Malaysian undergraduate 

students to competitive programming. With students nowadays being hesitant to join such 

competitions, UniCode also served to build confidence in students to join other hackathons. Its name 

UniCode, however, should not be confused with the universal encoding standard used on computers, 

but rather signifies the participation of universities all over Malaysia.  

Participants were allowed to join with teams comprising of 1 to 3 members. The teams were challenged 

to 3 rounds of questions with 3 hours each, to solve and submit their solutions. The solutions were 

judged based on their correctness, efficiency and in the event of a tiebreaker, the time of submission. It 

is worth pointing out that the question prepared by our very own Mr Lim Wern Han from the School of 

IT was not solved by any team during the competition! 

However, the event was not all full of serious matter. Participants had the opportunity to take a break in 

between the rounds at the Chill-Out Hub with some snacks at the Snack Bar, a wide range of board 

games courtesy of All Aboard Community Gaming Centre, unlimited free iFlix viewing as well as some 

League of Legends and FIFA Online 3 gaming with Garena Malaysia. Attendees at the event also took 



part in an interesting tech-forum with Josh Teng, the founder of Next Academy, and exchanged views on 

issues regarding the local start-up scene and the emergence of coding in Malaysia.  

The event saw 106 participants, with Monash University Malaysia leading the pack with an enormous 37 

participants. Other participating universities included INTI International College Subang, UTAR Kampar 

campus, Nottingham University, Sunway University, HELP University, INTI University NILAI Campus, INTI 

International College Penang, Management and Science University, Lim Kok Wing University, Erican 

College and 1 participant all the way from the University of Wollongong, Australia campus.  

The top 3 teams coded their way to win some cold hard cash, street cred and the chance to represent 

their school and university! Our very own Monash students managed to sweep the runner-up positions! 

Team CodeBlue comprising Shan Lee, Joon Keet Wong and Jesh Khor from the School of Engineering and 

Team Mr. Robot comprising Daniel Lee and Tee Woei Jer from the School of IT managed 2nd and 3rd 

respectively! They cashed in a total of RM1000 and RM500 respectively for their achievements. Jin Cong 

Ho from Nottingham University impressively won the competition riding solo and took back a whopping 

RM2000! 

All in all, UniCode was a defining moment for the School of IT as well as the UOW students from INTI as 

it was the first time students from both faculties had rolled up their sleeves and gotten their hands dirty 

by taking the initiative to participate in and facilitate their first large-scale external event, led by the 

students themselves, for the students. 

 


