


WHERE CAN I GO WITH 
MY ARTS DEGREE?

Due to its comprehensive nature, a degree from Monash’s School of Arts 
and Social Sciences is compatible with almost any profession imaginable. 

Over the past 10 years, we have produced graduates who continue 
to thrive in any and every field of their choosing thanks to the skills 

and confidence gained through their studies.

Our alumni’s personal and professional growth show that 
training in the Arts and Social Sciences can bring personal fulfilment, 

amazing job opportunities and significant career success. 
Here are some of their stories.



Farlina binti Md Said
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in  

Communication (2010) 
•  Analyst at the Institute of Strategic and  

International Studies (ISIS) 

“You discover different stories and perspectives 
at Monash. I picked up discourse theory 
and cultural studies during my Bachelor’s 
and these have helped me to excel in all of 
my jobs upon graduation, be it when I was 
writing editorials for The Star, working for the 
Perdana Global Peace Foundation or presently, 
as an analyst at the Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies Malaysia.”

Farlina explores issues vital to Malaysia’s  
strategic interests in the Foreign Policy and  
Security Studies Program at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies Malaysia,  
a think tank that produces research and engages  
in Track Two diplomacy.

Thamasha Senaratne
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 

Communication and International  
studies (2013)

•  Client Servicing Executive at  
Roar Media (Roar.lk)

“I was surprised about how much my BA 
was valued in Sri Lanka. I thought it was 
something we weren’t ready for, but I couldn’t 
have been more wrong. I was torn between 
the choices when applying for a job and 
my degree got me many responses and 
interviews. Almost every company had  
a role for my degree.”

Thamasha serves as the main contact point 
between corporate clients and the company, 
handling their advertising needs and writing articles 
for local companies as well as local branches of 
multinational corporations.

Rashaad Ali 
• Bachelor of Arts (2010)
•  Research Analyst at Nanyang 

Technological University in Singapore

“It may not be apparent at first how studying 
the theory of poststructuralism or reading 
political philosopher Michel Foucault is  
going to help advance your career.  
What the program did was really develop and 
expand a range of soft skills that isn’t always 
noticeable until you actually start working.  
My expectations of pursuing an academic 
career are more than fulfilled.”

Rashaad is a Research Analyst with the Institute of 
Defense and Strategic Studies, at the prestigious 
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in 
Nanyang Technological University in Singapore.

Natasha Shakira Agaki
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Journalism  

& Writing (2012)
•  Public Affairs Officer and Personal 

Assistant at the Australian High 
Commission in Brunei

“The skills I developed in the areas of 
Journalism and Writing, as well as the practical 
experience gained through my internship 
in corporate communications, are directly 
applicable to my work. I’m required to engage 
with press, write reports, press releases and 
organise all kinds of events, which involves 
close collaboration with individuals and 
organisations from various industries  
and backgrounds.”

Natasha supports the execution of the Australian 
government’s public diplomacy strategy in Brunei 
by engaging and collaborating with local entities 
in government, private business, non-profit 
organisations and the general public to advance 
mutual interests and strengthen the relationship 
between both countries.

A principal strength of  
an Arts and Social Sciences 

degree lies precisely in 
its flexibility, combining 

breadth with depth,  
thus giving its graduates  

the kind of versatility  
valued by employers.  

Students discover and 
appreciate different 
perspectives in their  

academic study, 
which allows them to 

work in different roles, 
often combining knowledge 

from the majors and 
minors they have studied 

to develop unique solutions 
to real-world issues.

JOB MARKET 
VERSATILITY 

AND THE ARTS



Kelvin Tan Kuan Fook
•  Bachelor of Arts (Global) (2011) 
•  Manager at PwC Malaysia 
•  Co-founder of Project ID:  

Impianku Destinasiku 

“I was an unorthodox hire (compared to their 
normal hires from Accounting, Business or 
Engineering), but managed to impress my 
employers by bringing in new and fresh 
perspectives to the industry. I regularly work 
with very large sets of data and draw insights 
from them, a skill learnt at Monash that 
allowed me to navigate through the industry 
skillfully. The adaptability of my Bachelor of 
Arts degree allowed me to learn the business 
and management aspects of my job, while the 
communication and people skills kept me in 
good standing with all of my clients”.

Kelvin works with clients in distribution network 
strategy, organisational restructuring,  
post-merger integration strategy, public policy 
advisory and sustainability. He is also the  
co-founder of ‘Project ID: Impianku, Destinasiku’, 
which teaches students from challenging 
backgrounds to set meaningful goals and  
become leaders in their own right.

Maxine Lim Jen Ai 
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Communication 

and International studies (2008)
•  Media Relations Manager at  

Nestlé Malaysia

“A degree in the Arts and Social Sciences is 
not just a degree to deliver a specific skill 
set and churn out fully-formed advertisers, 
public relations officers, or journalists. 
Instead, you learn about how the world works, 
why it works that way, and develop a deep 
appreciation and understanding of human 
behaviour, which has practical applications 
across the board”.

Maxine is responsible for overseeing Nestlé’s 
development and implementation of corporate 
media plans and activities. She also plays an 
advisory role for Public Relation activities for over 
14 brands under Nestlé which include household 
favourites like Milo, Maggi, Nescafe and Kit Kat.

Aaron Lee Jun Meng 
• Bachelor of Communication (2006)
• Account Manager at Innity Sdn Bhd

“Monash opened my eyes to the real world. 
My work with AirAsia and now Innity Corp 
involves interacting with people and building 
relationships. Talent can only take you so far, 
but building relationships will allow you the 
opportunity to showcase those talents.”

Aaron’s role at Innity Corp, a digital advertising 
company, is to ensure clients look good on the 
Internet. This includes great creative digital 
banners, content write-ups, and ensuring their 
marketing ads are served at the right place to  
the right people.

Rachel Tan Yen Lyn
•  Bachelor of Communication (2010)
•  Head of Marketing at Shopee  

Mobile Malaysia

“The study experience in Monash Malaysia 
has given me the opportunity to learn 
practical skills during my time in the student 
association (MUSA), while the subjects (I took) 
are relatable to what I am currently doing.  
My student experience has taught me to be 
more resilient and adaptable to change.”

Rachel oversees all PR, partnerships, media 
relations, social media and content strategy, 
campaigns planning as well as events and artwork 
for communication purposes to both buyers and 
sellers for the platform. Prior to this, she was the 
Country Manager for Southeast Asia’s leading 
blogging community, Nuffnang, and served the 
business for six years.

Our graduates are able to 
compete in a variety of jobs 

and industries, including those 
that are typically populated 

by graduates from other 
disciplines. Their competitive 

edge comes from the versatility 
of the Arts and Social Sciences, 

which trains students to be 
observant of the many facets 

of society, to understand things 
from multiple perspectives yet 

delve deeper into a problem, 
and to communicate effectively 

and persuasively for their 
companies and clients. 

COMPETITIVE 
EDGE OF ARTS 

AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 

GRADUATES



Saida Lulu
•  Bachelor of Arts, Double Major in 

International studies and  
Communication (2011) 

•  Advisor at SOS Children’s  
Village International

“I had great and supportive lecturers while 
at Monash. I wouldn’t say what I studied 
particularly applies in my work - times change, 
contexts are different and well, I am now 
building and maintaining relationships with 
institutional donors and what I was initially 
dreaming of was research in conflict, women 
and children issues! (But), the teaching 
methods were amazing ... preparing me for 
what was ahead. So thanks to (my lecturers), 
I am now this person who feels like she can 
conquer the world.”

Saida is the Regional Institutional Partnership 
Development Advisor for SOS Children’s Village 
International, the largest non-governmental 
organisation focused on supporting children 
without parental care and families at risk.  
She supports various countries in the Eastern  
and Southern Africa portfolio in grants acquisition, 
including proposal development.

Aishath Aileen Niyaz
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Communication 

and International studies (2011) 
•  Assistant Director at the Maldivian Ministry 

of Environment and Energy

“Monash has taught me to respect and 
understand different worldviews of people 
from diverse cultures and this has helped me 
in my current negotiation work, to understand 
the different viewpoints of people coming 
from diverse backgrounds.”

Aishath is the Assistant Director of the Climate 
Change Department in the Maldivian Ministry of 
Environment and Energy. On an international level, 
she is involved in negotiating climate finance 
issues on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island 
States at the United Nations, and was a member  
of the team that successfully negotiated the  
Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

Lihini Ratwatte
•  Bachelor of Arts (Global) (2014) 
•  Gender Program Assistant at the  

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)  
in Sri Lanka 

“The world views that I acquired from the 
Monash Bachelor of Arts inspired me to 
reflect on issues of gender discrimination and 
encouraged me to give something back when 
I returned to my home country of Sri Lanka.”

Lihini works in partnership with the Ministry of 
Women and Child Affairs to create appropriate 
policies that address the needs of women.

Savani Jayasooria
•  Bachelor of Arts (Global) (2012)
•  Communication Analyst at the 

International Finance Corporation

“The Bachelor of Arts degree is more open 
than most other degrees. Certainly, we learn 
about theories and apply them to our work, 
but we do not have a hard set of rules to 
follow. As an Arts student, you are constantly 
challenged to see the big picture, to critically 
analyse, and to be independent. This openness 
in BA degrees is what I admire the most.”

Savani is the regional lead on key functions related 
to website management, social media content 
strategy, coordination and project management 
in the day-to-day operations of IFC’s digital 
communications in South Asia.

The Arts and Social Sciences 
are a valuable route to careers 

in government, international 
organisations and non-

governmental organisations 
(NGOs), particularly in 
the environmental and 

humanitarian fields. Students 
learn how to analyse problems, 

brainstorm issues and 
construct viable solutions that 

lead towards a fairer, more 
just, and sustainable society.

INFLUENCING 
CHANGE THROUGH 

CAREERS IN 
PUBLIC POLICY, 

DIPLOMACY AND 
HUMANITARIANISM



Abeer Yusuf
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in International 

studies and Journalism (2011) 
•  Bachelor of Arts (Honours) (2012)
•  Associate Producer at Roundhouse Radio

“Monash Malaysia helped shape me as an 
adult. It gave me what I needed the most: 
confidence and the belief that I was good 
enough to go out and take the world by storm, 
and that if I put my mind to it, all opportunities 
are accessible”.

Originally from India, Abeer is now an Associate 
Producer and Board Operator at a radio station in 
Canada. She works on an arts and culture show 
called Sense of Place, which looks at questions  
of identity, belonging and even creative serendipity 
in Vancouver.

Jihye Choung
•   Bachelor of Communication (2008)
•   Freelance Journalist

“One of the most important skills gained  
(at Monash) was developing the ability to think 
critically. You need to have a certain logic 
where different ideas are scattered around  
and you have to link them, finding out 
possibilities and weaknesses and forming a 
whole new body of information. I believe that 
was what got me my job (after graduation).”

Jihye is working on her PhD in energy security 
in Moscow, Russia. Previously, she was the Chief 
Researcher in the Korean Embassy in Sri Lanka, 
mainly researching and analysing the political and 
economic situation for the Korean government’s 
Economic Cooperation Development Fund projects.

The skills and experiences 
gained by our graduates in  

the Arts and Social Sciences  
combined with the passion  

to explore new worlds  
nurtured and honed during 

their academic study  
has seen our graduates 

traversing the globe  
to thrive in varied careers  

in very different  
societies and cultures. 

THE WORLD IS 
YOUR OYSTER

Sha-Lene Pung 
•  Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 

Communication and Journalism (2011)
• Bachelor of Arts (Honours) (2013)
•  Digital and Social Strategist at  

IBM in Texas

“I had a marketing internship at an NGO 
and was a Research Assistant in the 
journalism department. My work experiences 
complemented my undergraduate courses  
in international studies, journalism,  
and media studies. Industry exposure is  
the most important thing you can do  
in university to get a head start in the job 
market later, especially to show that you  
can work in teams.”

Sha-Lene develops the strategy and execution 
tactics behind the digital and social journeys IBM 
takes potential clients through.



These stories speak volumes about how an education in 
Arts and Social Sciences at Monash Malaysia can pave 

the way to multiple prospects and successes. 
The well-rounded nature of our syllabus and the close 

support and guidance given by our dedicated academic 
and teaching staff (all experts in their respective fields) 

provide the foundation from which our students excel and 
grow in their professional and personal lives. Whether 

they find themselves in research and academia, 
or excelling within the heart of industry, or grappling with 

the complexities of policy, diplomacy and humanitarian 
work, our alumni use the skills they have gained 
through their education to keep on progressing, 

expanding their horizons and making their 
names nationally and internationally. 

The possibilities are limitless.

YOU CAN GO
ANYWHERE.



Contact us
Business hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 6.00pm
Counselling hours for course enquiries:
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 6.00pm
Closed on weekends and public holidays.

Enquiries
Tel: +60 3 5514 6000
Fax: +60 3 5514 6001
Email: mum.info@monash.edu

Address
Monash University Malaysia
Jalan Lagoon Selatan
47500 Bandar Sunway
Selangor Darul Ehsan
Malaysia

The information in this brochure is correct at the time of publication. Monash University Malaysia 
reserves the right to change the information in line with updates, from time to time. Please check 
the website (www.monash.edu.my) for the latest information.

Produced by Marketing and Future Students 
Copyright © 2018 Monash University Malaysia
DULN002(B)

July 2018

DULN002(B) Co. No. 458601-U
(Date of establishment: 20 March 2000)

monash.edu.my/sass


