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Lead the global 
conversation.

Monash’s arts and social sciences degrees 
encompass a broad collection of 
specialisations and fields of study including 
anthropology, communication and media 
studies, gender studies, history and political 
studies, journalism and writing, global 
studies, and screen studies. Our graduates 
emerge as ethical and competent critical 
thinkers and communicators who can 
employ their distinctive analytical and 
research skills in the workplace.

At a Glance

Majors
Communication, Gender Studies, Global Studies, 
Psychology and Writing

Minors
Journalism Studies and
Screen Studies 

Annual study trip
Explore cultural, economic, social and political 
environments, issues and policies within the
Southeast Asian region

Industry exposure
Opportunity for internships and careers with 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 
corporations

Extracurricular activities
Enjoy a range of opportunities to enhance your
learning experience including filmmaking

Programs offered by the School of Arts and 
Social Sciences (SASS) are recognised by the 
following organisations:

● Tertiary Education Quality and Standards 
Agency (TEQSA), Australia

● Malaysian Qualifications Agency (MQA)

● Public Services Department of Malaysia (JPA)

QS World University Rankings b
Subject 2017

Times Higher Education World University
Subject Rankings 2016/17

Top 100
in the world

for Social Sciences

#51-100
in the world for

Communications and
Media Studies 

Ranking and Recognition
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Arts, Social Sciences,
and Humanities in a nutshell
The categories of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities are 
a combination of a range of disciplines aimed at generally 
understanding society, human behaviour and the human condition.

As an academic discipline, the Arts emphasise the skills of logical 
and critical thinking. The Social Sciences comprise disciplines 
targeting social competence building. Through subject areas 
involving political science, communication, anthropology, sociology, 
and gender studies, to name a few, empirical methods are 
occasionally utilised as a way to investigate the focus of inquiries.

The Humanities aspect investigates disciplines of history, 
philosophy, literature, film studies, religion and the like by way of 
interpretative and speculative methodologies to comprehend the 
sense of our existence.

Together, these aspects promise to promote critical thinking about 
the human condition for social competency. 

Studying Arts at
Monash Malaysia
The ability to negotiate the complexity of everyday 
life with competence and confidence is 
an increasingly necessary skill we need in the 
world today to deal with rapid changes that can 
be confusing and overwhelming. 

This can be achieved through a strong foundation 
in areas of knowledge, emotional intelligence, and 
fundamental soft skills such as critical, creative 
and ethical thinking, informed argumentation, 
persuasive and tactical writing, nuance sensing 
and so on. 

At the School of Arts and Social Sciences of 
Monash University Malaysia, the development of 
these life qualities is our commitment to you. 

With dynamic learning environments, 
state-of-the-art media labs, physical and virtual 
libraries of up-to-date studies in various disciplines, 
internship opportunities, extra-curricular activities, all 
in addition to classroom learning with guidance 
from internationally recognized academics for 
research and contribution to their respective 
areas, a wholesome educational experience that 
can potentially transform you and your view of the 
world awaits.  

02 Arts and Social Sciences 2018



The value of an Arts graduate, 
and why employers are 
seeking them
A potential employer values the ability to work creatively and in 
an optimum manner, being critically minded and independent, being 
always sensitive to the ever-changing sociocultural environment, and 
contributing positively and constructively as a team players. 

Throughout our degree program, we seek  to instil these critical 
thinking skills, which we strive to develop through our experts in 
teaching and learning who prioritise problem solving, communication 
and teamwork skills, all of which our students experience in the 
progression of coursework.

The completion of a series of assignments within the chosen major 
focuses on building competence in related key areas, readying our 
students in specific areas of expertise to join the overall workforce 
with competent leadership and interpersonal skills.

The example below demonstrates the kinds of learning and 
assessment for the Global Studies major that take place in 
the classroom:

Skills Development: Global Studies
After establishing a broad base of knowledge in their first year, 
students enrolled in our Global Studies major must complete 
a team-based research project in their second year. 

Working face-to-face and using the latest collaborative online 
technologies, teams must work together to identify topics and 
divide workloads, ensuring that a coherent report is produced. 
Thus, at an early stage, students are given instruction on 
effective teamwork and communication strategies and 
feedback on their collaborative efforts.

We build on this foundation in our multidisciplinary final year 
capstone class,  A World in Crisis. This class, which simulates 
a real-world crisis, requires that students not only apply the 
theories they’ve learned in the course of their studies, but to 
demonstrate initiative, leadership, effective communication 
and team working skills.

Students in this class have the opportunity to experience 
first-hand the interconnections between different theories, 
approaches, and disciplines. For example, Global Studies 
majors serving as political strategists in the simulation have to 
work closely with Communications majors serving as press 
officers in order to decide on the best way to garner public 
support for a policy change that could resolve the crisis.  

One might assume that an Arts graduate 
can only find careers in media, 
communication, creative arts, education, 
journalism, publishing, publicity and public 
relations, environmental conservation, 
tourism, and organisations (both 
governmental and non-governmental) that 
deal with activism, community service, 
social policy, welfare, diplomacy and 
foreign affairs, and urban planning.

In actuality, an Arts graduate has the ability 
to assimilate into a spectrum of industries 
that are seemingly unrelated to their areas 
of study.

In an increasingly competitive working 
environment, the skills of effective 
communication, combined with the 
sensitivity to local and international 
circumstances, and commitment to 
upholding ethical practices that an Arts 
graduate inherently exhibits are sure to 
open up endless opportunities in the 
working world.

The Arts graduate
in an ever-changing
job market
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The world
as your
classroom
Studying for an Arts degree at Monash Malaysia 
provides opportunities for you to undertake 
exchange programs with one of our four 
campuses in Melbourne for a short time.
If you want to see beyond Australia, you can 
also spend a semester or two at our Monash 
Prato Centre in Italy or at one of our partner 
universities in the Asian, African, European or 
American region.

As an alternative, a full-time transfer to 
Monash Australia to complete the remainder of 
your studies is also possible, furthering global 
enriching and rewarding education experience.

“The exchange 
opens up your 
potential and pushes 
your boundaries.”
MUNIRA MUTAHER
Bachelor of Arts

Exchange student at Uppsala University, Sweden
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In Search of Makassar 2014Saya cadang ting lead

At the School of Arts and Social Sciences in Monash Malaysia, we firmly believe that learning can and should be taken out of 
strictly classroom settings to be applied to the real world for hypotheses testings, demonstrations of the value and extent of 
our knowledge and competence, learning verifications, and identification of limitations as well as how we can address them.

To build such confidence and expertise, the School has developed an array of programs and extra-curricular activities.

Local and regional study trips
Study trips within and outside of Malaysia 
provide our student travelers the 
opportunities to learn about the diverse 
and complex socio-cultural and political 
realities affecting the places visited and 
hone their observational, interviewing, 
documentation, and organizational skills. 
Through these encounters, you will learn  
to interrogate the knowledge gathered in 
classroom settings and compare it to what 
is known in the ‘real world’.

Internship
There are also opportunities for you to 
pursue credit-bearing internships with 
various industries related to your areas of 

study. Internships are voluntary for most 
majors, and normally undertaken during 
the long semester break at the end of  
your second academic year. For students 
pursuing a major in Gender Studies and 
the specialist degree in Communication and 
Media Studies (see below under Deciding 
on a Course), internship is compulsory.

Nasi Bungkus Cinema
Nasi Bungkus Cinema (“nasi bungkus” is 
roughly equivalent to “takeaway”) provides 
a platform for local and international 
experimental and independent filmmakers 
to discuss their films or the state of the 
industry, screen works-in-progress to get 
critical feedback from an informed 

Learning that is relevant, current 
and transformative

In Search of Sabah 2017 (Photo by Hamza Delbar)

audience, or showcase their recent works. 
You will have the opportunity to meet both 
local and international practitioners in the 
film industry, learn more about the filmmaking 
craft, and develop and understanding of 
the issues and complications related to its 
practice and the industry as a whole.

Media workshops

Throughout the year, the School runs 
workshops that deal primarily with 
practical aspects related to the media 
industry such as scriptwriting, directing, 
using film equipment, editing, and others.
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RACHEL TAN YEN LYN
Bachelor of Communication (2010) 
Head of Marketing,
Shopee Mobile Malaysia

KELVIN TAN KUAN FOOK
Bachelor of Arts (Global) (2011)
Manager,
PwC Malaysia
Co-Founder,
Project ID: Impianku Destinasiku

MAXINE LIM JEN AI
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in
Communication and International
Studies (2008)
Media Relations Manager,
Nestle Malaysia

PETER GAN CHONG BENG
Doctor of Philosophy (2014)
Senior Lecturer,
School of Humanities,
Universiti Sains Malaysia

SHA-LENE PUNG 
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) (2013)
Bachelor of Arts (Social Sciences), 
majoring in Communications and 
Journalism (2011)
Digital and Social Strategist, IBM Texas

STEPHANIE CHUA 
Bachelor of Communication (2014)
Corporate Affairs Associate,
JT International Malaysia

AARON LEE JUN MENG
Bachelor of Communication (2005)
Account Manager,
Innity Sdn Bhd

WILSON LEE GAIN LOON
Bachelor of Communication (2006)
Head of Media Relations, 
Digital and Internal Communications,
PETRONAS Refinery and Petrochemical 
Corporation

PAULISTA BUNGA SURJADI
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) (2011)
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 
Communication (2009)
Strategic Communication Officer at
Yayasan Kota Kita

SHARIFAH FAIZAH 
SYED MOHAMMED
Doctor of Philosophy (2017)
Senior Lecturer,
Faculty of Music, 
Universiti Teknologi MARA

“The adaptability my 
degree fostered in me 
allowed me to learn 
the business and 
management aspects 
of my job, while the 
communication and 
people skills I gained 
during my studies 
stood me in good 
stead with clients.”

“I got to discover 
the answers to my 
questions through 
freedom in learning, 
researching and 
experimenting. 
Monash deconstructed 
me and reconstructed 
me to who I am today.”
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“My experience expanded my 
understanding and knowledge 
of how society and cultures 
function. It provided me 
valuable knowledge in issues 
on a world scale, and also to 
understand the dynamics of 
human behaviour on a societal 
level. The communication 
element of my studies was 
very useful in my work, in 
the sense that I was aware of 
these social dynamics, but my 
learning experience in Monash 
enabled me to communicate 
these issues appropriately.”

SEOW CHOON HUI
Master of Communications and 
Media Studies (2014)
Human Resources and Business 
Planning Manager,
Olygen

AISHATH AILEEN NIYAZ
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in
Communication and
International Studies (2011)
Assistant Director,
Maldivian Ministry of Environment 
and Energy

JAMES FOO KOK CHYE 
Master of Communications and
Media Studies (2016)
Director,
Communicateam Enterprise

FARLINA MD SAID
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 
Communication (2010)
Analyst,
Institute of Strategic and International 
Studies 

SAVANI JAYASOORIYA
Bachelor of Arts (Global) (2012)
Communication Analyst,
International Finance Corporation

NATASHA SHAKIRA
Bachelor of Arts (Social Sciences), 
majoring in Journalism and Writing (2012)
Public Affairs Officer and Personal Assistant 
to the High Commissioner at the Australian 
High Commission in Brunei

“Monash changed my 
worldview entirely. I was 
taught to think critically 
and analytically, rather 
than to consume what is 
presented to me without 
question. This has 
helped me immensely in 
my current work, to 
understand the different 
viewpoints of people 
coming from diverse 
backgrounds.”

“I am grateful that 
I chose Monash. I was 
able to explore subjects 
like global studies, 
anthropology, gender 
studies, and 
contemporary subject 
matters, which I enjoyed 
and also they helped me 
immensely in my 
professional capacity.”

ASHIKIN HASHIM
Bachelor of Communication (2011)
Sports Journalist and Founder,
Futbolita

MD SHAFFIQ BIN SARUDIN
Bachelor of Arts (Global) (2012)
Social Media Community Manager,
M&C Saatchi

ANTHEA HARYOKO 
Bachelor of Communication (2010)
Communications and 
Fundraising Manager,
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies

07Arts and Social Sciences 2018



Arts and Social Sciences

 

Bachelor of Arts and Social Sciences
KPT/JPT (R/220/6/0014) 01/21 - MQA/SWA0103

3 years

February, July and October

$
2018 fees per year

If you want a broad based, comprehensive course 
whose structure exposes you to several Arts and 
Social Sciences (and Humanities) areas of study, 
this option is for you. Here, you can choose to 
pursue an area of study, or major, in one of the 5 
that is offered AND have the option to do a second 
major (see course structure). The majors include:

● Communication 
● Global studies 
● Psychology
● Writing
● Gender studies

Additionally, you are required to take a minor area 
of study to complement your major. As with the 
major, you can also choose to do a second minor 
(see course structure). The majors listed above can 
also double up as minors (if you did not choose 
them as your majors), or you can opt to do the 
following additional minors offered by the School:

● Screen studies (minor)
● Journalism studies (minor)

Course Structure

The course is made up of twenty-four units of 
study, eight for each academic year. These units 
are divided up as follows:

● The major – 8 units from the same area of study
● The minor – 4 units from the same area of study 

(and must be different from your major).
● Electives from Arts – 4 units from any area of 

study in Arts.
● Free electives – 8 units from the same area of 

study or from different areas. The free electives 
allow you to structure your course in such a way 
that you can add either another major area of 
study, or 2 minor areas of study, or a combination 
of 1 other minor plus electives. Alternatively, you 
can also take units from other faculties.

Areas Of Study

COMMUNICATION

The communication major will enable you to develop 
a strategic and critical understanding of the role of 
mediated communication in society. You will explore 
the workings of the media and develop the skills to 
describe and analyse the organisation, processes, 
uses and effects of traditional and new 
communications. You will learn to critically analyse 
the media and learn about the structure of 
communications industries and the relations between 
media, culture and power in global and local contexts.

Unit code and name

● AMU1277 Media Studies
● AMU2453 Research Method in 

the Social Sciences
● AMU3451 Freedom and Control in the Media
● AMU3499 Authorship & Writing
● AMU1278 Communication Technologies 

and Practices
● AMU2439 Youth and Mobile Media
● AMU2450 Contemporary Media Theory
● AMU3449 Reading Social Media: 

Sociotechnological Literacies

GENDER STUDIES

Gender studies is an exciting interdisciplinary field 
that studies on innovative theory and research 
techniques to understanding the ways in which our 
bodies are sexed, gendered and sexually oriented, 
how these relate to contemporary and global debates 
on sexual and reproductive health and rights and 
the plurality of sexualities, with a focus on Asia.

Unit code and name

● AMU1310 Introduction to Gender Studies
● AMU2908 Critical methodologies for action 

research

Malaysian Student
RM 35,000
International Student
RM 38,500

This is what the course will look like: 

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Major Major

Major Major

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

Major Major Major Major Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Arts
Elective

Arts
Elective

Arts
Elective

Arts
Elective

Free
Elective

For example, if you choose to do a double major in Writing and Global Studies, and
a minor in Screen Studies, this is what your course will look like:

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Writing Writing

Writing Writing

Screen
Studies

Screen
Studies

Screen
Studies

Screen
Studies

Writing Writing Writing Writing Global
Studies

Global
Studies

Global
Studies

Global
Studies

Global
Studies

Global
Studies

Global
Studies

Arts
Elective

Arts
Elective

Arts
Elective

Arts
Elective

Global
Studies

● AMU3560 Contemporary Feminisms in Asia
● AMU1309 Introduction to Sexuality Studies
● AMU2906 Gender, Sexualities and Religions in Southeast Asia
● AMU2907 Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in 

Global Contexts
● AMU3127 Stardom: Celebrity, Society and Power
● AMU3744 Workplace Learning Internship

GLOBAL STUDIES

Global studies is an interdisciplinary area of study that focus on 
issues and events that have shaped, and continue to shape, our 
world. It explores on how political, economic, social and cultural 
developments in different countries affect the world and whether 
states and communities can cooperate to address national, 
regional and global problems and the possibilities for a more 
peaceful and just global order.

Unit code and name

● AMU1325 Introduction to World Politics and History
● AMU2920 Transformation from Below: Civil, Society, Social 

Movements and Political Change
● AMU2625 Borders, People and Identity: Migration in 

the 21st Century
● AMU3570 International Relations
● AMU1326 Transformation from Above: Globalisation and State
● AMU2140 States and Markets
● AMU3630 Governing the Global Economy: Stability, 

Efficiency, Justice
● AMU3650 A World in Crisis: Multilevel Responses to 

Global Emergencies

JOURNALISM STUDIES

A minor in Journalism will provide you with the necessary 
techniques to develop and hone your journalistic skills. These 
studies will push you to cultivate a passion for the news while also 
focusing on journalism both as a professional and disciplinary 
practice. You will explore foundational and contemporary 
scholarship about the context and practice of journalism in 
Malaysia and internationally.

Unit code and name

● AMU1328 Introduction to Journalism
● AMU2787 Multimedia Journalism
● AMU3806 Business Reporting
● AMU1329 Broadcast Journalism

PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the study of mind and behaviour. It is a broad 
scientific discipline that includes investigations of the brain, 
learning, memory, reasoning, decision making, language, 
developmental and social processes, personality, and mental 
health and well-being. It is also concerned with the practical and 
ethical applications of psychological research to the profession.

Units code and name (Major requirements (48 points))

● PSY1011 Psychology 1A
● PSY1022 Psychology 1B

● PSY2061 Biological psychology
● PSY2071 Development psychology
● PSY2042 Personality and social psychology
● PSY3041 Psychological testing theories of ability and ethics
● PSY3051 Perception and cognition 
● PSY3032 Abnormal psychology

Units code and name (Extended major requirements – APAC 
accredited (60 points))

● PSY1011 Psychology 1A
● PSY1022 Psychology 1B
● PSY2061 Biological psychology
● PSY2071 Development psychology
● PSY2042 Personality and social psychology
● PSY3041 Psychological testing theories of ability and ethics
● PSY3051 Perception and cognition
● PSY3032 Abnormal psychology
● PSY3062 Research methods & theory 
● PSY2112 Organisational psychology

SCREEN STUDIES

Screen studies involves historical, textual and critical approaches 
to film and television, and related new screen technologies. The 
screen studies major covers Asian and European national cinemas, 
a range of directors and genres, early and contemporary cinema, 
film stardom and popular television genres.

Unit code and name

● AMU1305 Film Studies: Forms and Approaches
● AMU1304 Television Studies: Forms and Approaches
● AMU2448 Film Genres
● AMU3127 Stardom: Celebrity, Society and Power

WRITING

The study of the writing major introduces different kinds of 
contemporary writing, writing techniques and writing experiments 
to gain an understanding of a range of writing practices in the 
context of communication and media studies, contemporary 
cultural theory, and analysis of literary and other media forms. The 
emphasis throughout the major is on exploring the many forms and 
possibilities of writing by contextualising writing practice through 
reflecting on a range of textual histories and cultural theories.

Unit code and name

● AMU1277 Media Studies
● AMU2832 Postcolonial and Diasporic Literature
● AMU3499 Authorship & Writing 
● AMU3857 Writing Techniques 
● AMU1017 Academic Literacies 
● AMU2448 Film Genres
● AMU2498 Contemporary Fiction 
● AMU3858 Writing Experiments
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● AMU3560 Contemporary Feminisms in Asia
● AMU1309 Introduction to Sexuality Studies
● AMU2906 Gender, Sexualities and Religions in Southeast Asia
● AMU2907 Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in 

Global Contexts
● AMU3127 Stardom: Celebrity, Society and Power
● AMU3744 Workplace Learning Internship

GLOBAL STUDIES

Global studies is an interdisciplinary area of study that focus on 
issues and events that have shaped, and continue to shape, our 
world. It explores on how political, economic, social and cultural 
developments in different countries affect the world and whether 
states and communities can cooperate to address national, 
regional and global problems and the possibilities for a more 
peaceful and just global order.

Unit code and name

● AMU1325 Introduction to World Politics and History
● AMU2920 Transformation from Below: Civil, Society, Social 

Movements and Political Change
● AMU2625 Borders, People and Identity: Migration in 

the 21st Century
● AMU3570 International Relations
● AMU1326 Transformation from Above: Globalisation and State
● AMU2140 States and Markets
● AMU3630 Governing the Global Economy: Stability, 

Efficiency, Justice
● AMU3650 A World in Crisis: Multilevel Responses to 

Global Emergencies

JOURNALISM STUDIES

A minor in Journalism will provide you with the necessary 
techniques to develop and hone your journalistic skills. These 
studies will push you to cultivate a passion for the news while also 
focusing on journalism both as a professional and disciplinary 
practice. You will explore foundational and contemporary 
scholarship about the context and practice of journalism in 
Malaysia and internationally.

Unit code and name

● AMU1328 Introduction to Journalism
● AMU2787 Multimedia Journalism
● AMU3806 Business Reporting
● AMU1329 Broadcast Journalism

PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the study of mind and behaviour. It is a broad 
scientific discipline that includes investigations of the brain, 
learning, memory, reasoning, decision making, language, 
developmental and social processes, personality, and mental 
health and well-being. It is also concerned with the practical and 
ethical applications of psychological research to the profession.

Units code and name (Major requirements (48 points))

● PSY1011 Psychology 1A
● PSY1022 Psychology 1B

● PSY2061 Biological psychology
● PSY2071 Development psychology
● PSY2042 Personality and social psychology
● PSY3041 Psychological testing theories of ability and ethics
● PSY3051 Perception and cognition 
● PSY3032 Abnormal psychology

Units code and name (Extended major requirements – APAC 
accredited (60 points))

● PSY1011 Psychology 1A
● PSY1022 Psychology 1B
● PSY2061 Biological psychology
● PSY2071 Development psychology
● PSY2042 Personality and social psychology
● PSY3041 Psychological testing theories of ability and ethics
● PSY3051 Perception and cognition
● PSY3032 Abnormal psychology
● PSY3062 Research methods & theory 
● PSY2112 Organisational psychology

SCREEN STUDIES

Screen studies involves historical, textual and critical approaches 
to film and television, and related new screen technologies. The 
screen studies major covers Asian and European national cinemas, 
a range of directors and genres, early and contemporary cinema, 
film stardom and popular television genres.

Unit code and name

● AMU1305 Film Studies: Forms and Approaches
● AMU1304 Television Studies: Forms and Approaches
● AMU2448 Film Genres
● AMU3127 Stardom: Celebrity, Society and Power

WRITING

The study of the writing major introduces different kinds of 
contemporary writing, writing techniques and writing experiments 
to gain an understanding of a range of writing practices in the 
context of communication and media studies, contemporary 
cultural theory, and analysis of literary and other media forms. The 
emphasis throughout the major is on exploring the many forms and 
possibilities of writing by contextualising writing practice through 
reflecting on a range of textual histories and cultural theories.

Unit code and name

● AMU1277 Media Studies
● AMU2832 Postcolonial and Diasporic Literature
● AMU3499 Authorship & Writing 
● AMU3857 Writing Techniques 
● AMU1017 Academic Literacies 
● AMU2448 Film Genres
● AMU2498 Contemporary Fiction 
● AMU3858 Writing Experiments
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Arts and Social Sciences

Bachelor of Communication
and Media Studies
KPT/JPT (R/220/6/0012) 01/20 - MQA/SWA0104

3 years

February, July and October

$
Malaysian Student
RM 35,000
International Student
RM 38,500

2018 fees per year

If you want to specialize in the area of communication 
and media studies, the Bachelor of Communication 
and Media Studies degree is for you. Here, you will 
develop a theoretical and critical understanding of 
how mediated communication, both traditional and 
contemporary, operates within, and affects, society. 
You will learn, among other things, the media's role 
in shaping local and global trends, the relationship 
between media and sociocultural structures, 
the complex link between media producer and 
audience and the consequences arising from this 
link, as well as the promises and dangers of 
mediated communication in the coming future.

In addition, to complement your major, you will also 
develop skills and knowledge in another related 
field of study. This is achieved by undertaking units 
either in global studies or screen studies. Finally, 
there are three more units to be taken in order for 
you to complete your degree; known as the capstone 
units, they are specially designed to help you 
consolidate the course's diverse points of learning.

While building on this expertise, you will also take 
complementary units in either global studies or 
screen studies, leading to one of two specialisations:

1. Global studies in communication and media;
2. Communication, media and screen studies.

Course Structure

The course develops through two themes: (a) core 
communication and media and (b) complementary 
specialist studies. These themes come together in 
three capstone units that emphasize the 
intertwining of communication, media and society 
in various forms. The course is made up of 24 units 
of study, eight units for each academic year. These 
are divided up as follows:

● 8 units in the core stream ‘Communication and 
Media studies’.

● 5 units in the complementary specialist studies 
stream from either the Global studies focus or 
the Screen studies focus, according to your 
interests.

● 3 capstone units, which address policy issues 
and the impact of social media, and offer 
a cross-disciplinary approach to crisis management.

● 8 elective units, which can be taken from Arts or 
another faculty.

Global Studies in Communication and Media

This specialisation provides you with a strategic and analytical understanding of the roles and limitations of 
communication and the media in local and global contexts. You will also learn how political, economic, 
social and cultural developments in the world affects us; how and whether states and communities can 
cooperate to address national, regional and global problems; and the possibilities for a more peaceful and 
just global order.

Communication, Media and Screen Studies

In this specialisation, you will gain a strategic and analytical understanding of the roles and limitations of 
communication and the media in both local and global contexts, and combine it with a study of film, 
television and other related new screen technologies from historical, textual and critical approaches.

This is what the course will look like: 

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Core Core

Core Core

Global
studies

Global
studies

Global
studies

Core Core

Core Core Capstone
unit

Capstone
unit

Capstone
unit

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Global
studies

Global
studies

Free
Elective

This is what the course will look like: 

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Core Core

Core Core

Screen
studies

Screen
studies

Screen
studies

Core Core

Core Core Screen
studies

Capstone
unit

Capstone
unit

Capstone
unit

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Free
Elective

Screen
studies

Free
Elective

Free
Elective
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“Diversity is definitely 
what I love the most about 
studying at Monash. 
Meeting unique individuals 
from all over the world and 
being able to exchange 
ideas have been highlights 
of my university life. 
Endless online resources 
and helpful lecturers and 
tutors are also within 
arm's reach.”

SHAKEENA RUKI
Bachelor of Arts and Social Sciences student

Exchange student at Yonsei University and Korea 
University for one semester each
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“Monash has really made me think 
about who I am and who I want to 
be. I learned a great deal about 
social injustice in the world and this 
is something I have become most 
passionate about. After I graduate, 
I would like to pursue a career 
that promotes social justice and 
human rights.”

KAN WAI MIN
Bachelor of Arts (Global) student

Interned at the Centre for Creative Initiatives in 
Health and Population in Hanoi

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
KPT/JPT (R2/220/6/0018) 12/21 - MQA/SWA0106

The prestigious Honours degree is a one-year 
program that is additional to the Bachelor degree. 
Students from the School of Arts & Social Sciences 
with an excellent academic record can select a 
topic of their own choice, and undertake a detailed 
research project with the aid of a supervisor. It is 
a unique opportunity for undergraduate students to 
pursue their passion for their selected area of 
study, and build upon their learning from the three 
years of the Bachelor degree.

An Honours degree is a recognised pathway for 
entry into a PhD program. For those who are not 
intending to pursue a PhD, completion of an 
Honours course provides prospective employers 
with proof of their advanced research, analytical 
and communication skills, and their ability to 
complete an independent and in-depth project over 
a sustained period of time. Honours graduates are 
well placed to demonstrate advanced capacities as 
potential managers and leaders in industry.

Course Structure

This course comprises 48 points.

Part A: Research (24 points) and 
Part B: Coursework (24 points). The following 
broad areas of research are available:

1. Communications and Media Studies
2. International Studies

Arts and Social Sciences

1 year

February

$
Malaysian Student
RM 35,000
International Student
RM 38,500

2018 fees per year
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“Apart from the cultural 
diversity I got to immerse 
myself in, I loved the 
extracurricular activities 
and clubs Monash offers. 
From exchange 
programmes to tapping 
into student council and 
clubs opportunities, the 
possibilities are endless 
for everyone to have 
a memorable time 
at Monash!”

BEA ANGELICA RICAFRENTE
Bachelor of Arts and Social Sciences student

Interned at Virlanie Foundation

Exchange student at Leiden University, 
Netherlands for a semester

13Arts and Social Sciences 2018



Arts and Social Sciences

* Part-time studies not available
 for international students

1

2

1.5 years (Full-time)
3 years (Part-time)*

 

Master of Communications 
and Media Studies
KPT/JPT (R/321/7/0015) 03/21 - MQA/SWA0177

The Master of Communications and Media Studies 
aims to develop graduates who are able to take 
initiative and leadership in this rapidly changing 
environment, whether in business, politics, public 
administration, non-government organizations or 
everyday life. The program is structured to meet 
the unprecedented change in communications and 
media content, forms, technology and policy. It 
specifically caters to the increasing challenges 
posed by digital media, globalization and 
cross-cultural exchange. The program examines 
history and development, and seeks to further 
students’ understanding of communications and 
media systems both locally and globally. 
Contemporary policy debates in various nations are 
studied as responses to changing processes of 
mediation and consumption.

Areas of Study

Primarily focused on communications and media 
studies, students undertaking the course learn skills 
necessary for the participation in and management 
of sophisticated communicative processes in 
regional, urban, national and international contexts. 
These include critical thinking, cultural sensitivity, 
advanced reading and communication skills (both 
written and verbal), and advanced analytical skills. 
More widely, the degree aims to develop skills in 
communications and media research. This 
methodological training will enable students to 
move from undergraduate to research-based study 
smoothly and prepare them well for today’s 
competitive workplaces.

Course Structure

The coursework units which students have to 
complete in the first two semesters include:

These studies draw on best practices within 
the broad realm of communications and media 
studies practice and research to further your 
understanding of communications and media 
systems both locally and globally. Studies focus on 
the challenges posed by the emergence of digital 
media, globalization and increasing levels of 
cross-cultural exchange.

In the final semester, students progress into 
advanced expertise and the focus of these studies 
in either professional or scholarly work that can 
contribute to a portfolio of professional 
development. There are two pathways offered 
to you:

Pathway 1 is a program of Coursework Study 
consisting of 2 units, which includes an internship. 
The internship will present students with 
the opportunity to tackle contemporary issues 
facing industry with the expectation that student 
will put into practice what they have learnt. 
The options are:

Pathway 2 is a Research Thesis which will 
challenge students to contribute to the existing 
body of knowledge utilizing the skills and 
knowledge base obtained from the coursework 
component of the program. The thesis option is 
recommended for those interested in pursuing 
a PhD in the future. The areas of research are not 
just limited to communication but also other 
disciplines that utilise approaches from the social 
sciences tradition. Note that this pathway is only 
available to students who achieve a higher grade 
point average (usually distinction and above) in 
the first two semesters.

February

$

Malaysian Student
RM 47,700
(full course at 1.5 years)

International Student
RM 52,470
(full course at 1.5 years)

Communication Research Methods

● Communication Research Project

● Media Practices In Southeast Asia; or 
● Celebrity, Fashion, Publicity; or
● Communications Industry Internship

Contemporary Issues in Asia

Communication Theories and Practices

Global Digital Media: Issues in International 
and Transnational Communication

14 Arts and Social Sciences 2018



“My time at Monash has 
been enriching, to say the 
least. It has opened my 
mind to a diverse range of 
ideologies and worldviews. 
The ability to holistically 
observe and critically 
analyse the social, cultural 
and political complexities 
of the modern world is 
a valuable skill that I’ll 
carry with me into the 
professional realm.”

LYNN LIZ VERGHESE
Master of Communications and 
Media Studies student

15Arts and Social Sciences 2018



Arts and Social Sciences

2 years (Full-time)
4 years (Part-time)*

* Part-time studies not available
 for international students

$
2018 fees per year

Malaysian Student
RM 40,280
International Student
RM 44,308

Throughout the year
(Subject to availability of supervision)

Master of Arts (Honours)
KPT/JPT (R/310/7/0010) 03/20 - MQA/SWA0119

The Master of Arts degree by research allows you 
to undertake substantial independent research of 
your chosen topic while under the supervision of 
two academics. You will produce a research thesis 
and your research will make a contribution to 
knowledge on your topic.

Areas of Study

● Arts
● Social Sciences 
● Humanities

Admission Requirements

Either:

● a four year Australian or New Zealand bachelor's 
degree with an overall result of upper H2B 
(a mark of 65 or above) in an honours year 
(normally with a research component in 
the fourth year); or

● an Australian or New Zealand master's 
preliminary qualification with a significant 
research component and with a minimum overall 
result of upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above); or

● an Australian or New Zealand coursework 
master's degree with a significant research 
component graded at a minimum upper H2B 
(a mark of 65 or above), and a minimum overall 
result of upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above); or

● an Australian or New Zealand research master's 
degree with an overall result of upper H2B 
(a mark of 65 or above); or

● Qualifications or experience that the Graduate 
Research Committee considers to be equivalent 
to, or a satisfactory substitute for, the above.

● Meet the University's English language 
requirements.

“Issues pertaining to 
communication, writing, 
gender, and politics, underpin 
all industries in the world. Our 
students learn to analyse and 
manage these issues critically 
and creatively. As such, they 
are capable of excelling 
anywhere, in any industry, 
in various capacities.”

DR TAN MENG YOE
School of Arts and Social Sciences
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Doctor of Philosophy
KPT/JPT (R/210/8/0016) 03/20 - MQA/SWA0117

The PhD program enables candidates to complete 
extensive, independent research (maximum 
100,000 words) under the supervision of an expert 
academic. When completed, this research must 
make a valuable and original contribution to the 
current body of knowledge on their chosen topic.

Admission Requirements

Either:

● a four year Australian or New Zealand bachelor's 
degree with a minimum overall result of H2A 
(a mark of 70 or above) normally with a research 
component in the fourth year; or

● an Australian or New Zealand master's 
preliminary qualification with a significant 
research component and with a minimum overall 
result of H2A (a mark of 70 or above); or

● an Australian or New Zealand coursework 
master's degree with a significant research 
component graded at a minimum Distinction 
(a mark of 70 or above), and a minimum overall 
result of Distinction (a mark of 70 or above); or

● an Australian or New Zealand research master's 
degree with a minimum overall result of H2A 
(a mark of 70 or above); or qualifications or 
experience that the Graduate Research 
Committee considers to be equivalent to, or 
a satisfactory substitute for, the above.

● Meet the University's English language 
requirements.

Arts and Social Sciences

3-4 years (Full-time)
6-8 years (Part-time)*
Your PhD research project is to be 
conceived from the outset as 
clearly achievable within three years 
equivalent full time, and you are 
expected to complete your degree 
within three to four years equivalent 
full time.

* Part-time studies not available
 for international students

Throughout the year
(Subject to availability of supervision)

$
2018 fees per year

Malaysian Student
RM 40,280
International Student
RM 44,308

 

“My PhD colleagues are really helpful 
while the professionalism and expertise 
of our lecturers, continue to provide 
us with good methodological training 
in the field of social sciences. These 
are all important in equipping young 
PhD students like us with the 
methodological techniques and 
knowledge for our future careers.”

LEE CHEE LEONG
PhD student

Recipient of Chinese Government fellowship 
through China Scholarship Council to conduct 
research in the School of Politics and Public 
Administration, Guangxi University for Nationalities

Chee Leong's research traces the contributions of Chinese sub-national governments 
like Guangxi in advancing China-ASEAN relations, which have been largely left unsung.

17Arts and Social Sciences 2018



The Diploma of Higher Education Studies (DHES) program is 
a pathway to selected undergraduate degrees offered at Monash 
University Malaysia. Despite its name, this program does not offer 
studies in education nor higher education. 

The DHES is a pathway program, particularly for those whose 
pre-university / Year 12 / equivalent scores fall below the entry 
requirements for selected courses. As a DHES student, you will enrol 
in six compulsory first-year units in your elected stream, in addition 
to two first-year core units in academic literacies development. 
These streams provide a direct pathway into the second year of 
selected undergraduate studies.

Academic Literacies Development
The academic literacies development component of the 
program is designed with units to help you adapt to important 
academic and research skills. You will be taught academic 
reading, writing, and research competencies through the two 
compulsory units, Learning in Higher Education and Academic 
Literacies that are necessary for you to succeed in Monash 
University Malaysia.

Upon successful completion* of this program, you may be eligible to 
transfer into the second year of the following Monash courses:

ARTS
� Bachelor of Arts and Social Sciences
� Bachelor of Communication and Media Studies

BUSINESS
� Bachelor of Business and Commerce

COMPUTER SCIENCE
� Bachelor of Computer Science

SCIENCE
� Bachelor of Science
� Bachelor of Food Science and Technology
� Bachelor of Medical Bioscience

Choose the
DHES stream you

would like to study

Successfully
complete your
DHES studies

Progress to the
second year of the

corresponding
Monash degree

PROGRESSION TO FURTHER STUDIES

Diploma of Higher
Education Studies
N/140/4/007 (01/18) - MQA/SWA0654

DHES Strengths
� Pathway to undergraduate degrees in arts, business, 

computer science and science

� Develop academic literacy skills such as strategic and critical 
reading in higher education, sound academic writing 
competencies and insight into the world of academic research 

� Mentoring to ensure students’ successful transition to 
a bachelor's degree program at Monash University Malaysia

� Develop lifelong learning skills

* complete and pass the prescribed 8 units and achieve the    
 minimum average required for the corresponding degree

1 year (Full-time)

February, July and October

“The Learning in Higher Education and 
Academic Literacies units were especially 
helpful for me as they explored different 
kinds of academic skills like essay writing 
and critical thinking. This created 
a foundation of necessary skills that 
prepared me not just for a degree, but for 
my future studies and career.”

KENTO MASE
Diploma in Higher Education Studies student

2018 fees per year

$

Malaysian Student
RM 31,900 (Non-Science Stream)
RM 36,000 (Science Stream)

International Student
RM 35,100 (Non-Science Stream)
RM 39,600 (Science Stream)
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For the entry requirements, view the latest 
information from monash.edu.my

Monash English Bridging
(MEB)
JPT/BPP(u)1000-801/595/Jld.6(2) (03/20) - MQA/SWA0118

Monash Malaysia
studies

Pass
MEB

Via MEB as an exit point

MEB

The MEB is tailored for those who need added assistance in 
the English language. Classes will also focus on academic skills 
preparation for reading, writing, speaking and listening, as well 
as note-taking and research. 

MEB Strengths
• Direct entry into most Monash courses 
• Development of academic skills
• Practical and effective preparation for the demands of 

academic life at Monash

Assessment
To pass the program, you must successfully complete a series 
of tasks that test your ability to use English for academic studies 
including:
• listening comprehension
• reading comprehension
• in-class essay
• in-class tutorial discussion
• research report/essay
• oral presentation
• group participation

17 weeks

March and August

RM 9,700

English
language
support
To succeed at Monash, you need excellent 

English language skills. We have English 

language pathways for those who need 

added assistance in the language and to 

prepare you for academic study.

Courses designed for students
progressing to Monash.

 

Qualified teachers who understand
the needs of students progressing
to university. 

Make friends and settle in before
you start at Monash University
Malaysia.

$
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A Guide to Courses, Fees, and Entry Requirements

*The undergraduate entry requirements published in this brochure are for students who commence the MUFY program in 2017/2018.
# Monash College Diploma Part 1 provides a pathway into Year 1 of corresponding undergraduate studies. 
ˆ  Diploma of Higher Education Studies and Monash College Diploma Part 2 provide a pathway into Year 2 of corresponding undergraduate studies.
**The Monash College Diploma Part 1 and 2 entry requirements published in this guide are for students commencing their undergraduate destination degree in 2019.

English 
(Monash’s minimum English 
language requirements apply)

Malaysian Student
RM 35,000 (Per year)

International Student
RM 38,500 (Per year)

Bachelor of Arts and Social Sciences
• Communication • Global studies • Psychology • Writing
• Gender studies • Screen studies (minor) • Journalism studies (minor)

3 years February, July 
and October

English 
(Monash’s minimum English 
language requirements apply)

Malaysian Student
RM 35,000 (Per year)

International Student
RM 38,500 (Per year)

Bachelor of Communication and Media Studies 3 years February, July 
and October

Malaysian Student
RM 35,000 (Per year)

International Student
RM 38,500 (Per year)

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 1 year February

Malaysian Student
RM 47,700
(Full course at
1.5 years)

International Student
RM 52,470 
(Full course at 
1.5 years)

Master of Communications and Media Studies 1.5 years
(Full-time)

3 years
(Part-time)

February

Malaysian Student
RM 40,280 (Per year)

International Student
RM 44,308 (Per year)

Master of Arts 2 years
(Full-time)

4 years
(Part-time)

Throughout the year

Subject to availability
of supervision

Malaysian Student
RM 40,280 (Per year)

International Student
RM 44,308 (Per year)

Doctor of Philosophy 3-4 years 
(Full-time)

6-8 years 
(Part-time)

Throughout the year

Subject to availability
of supervision

School of Arts and Social Sciences

RM 9,70017 weeks March and August

English 
(Monash’s minimum English 
language requirements apply)

Malaysian Student
Non-Science Stream
RM 31,900 (Per year)

Science Stream
RM 36,000 (Per year)

International Student
Non-Science Stream
RM 35,100 (Per year)

Science Stream
RM 39,600 (Per year)

Course Duration Intakes 2018 Fees
Prerequisites and 
additional requirements

1 year
(Full Time)
(2 semesters)

February, July 
and October

Diploma of Higher Education Studies

Duration Intakes 2018 Fees

MONASH ENGLISH BRIDGING
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Entry requirements are subject to change. Please refer to monash.edu.my for the most current information. 

Requirements
Faculty entry for Honours is as follows: completion of an undergraduate degree with a major (48 points or the equivalent) in the intended Honours discipline; obtained a distinction average (70%) 
in units in the Honours discipline(s) to the value of 24 points at second and third year levels, of which at least 18 points must be at third year level.

7 70 18 60% 65% 8 25 8.33 6 72.4% 92 863.75% 6.5

7 70 18 60% 65% 8 25 8.33 6 72.4% 92 863.75% 6.5

Requirements
n A Bachelor degree with at least a credit average in the final year ; or
n A Bachelor’s pass degree with demonstrable professional experience (a minimum of two years) at management level in a relevant area (these applicants will need to supply a CV, 

a 1,000-word statement and the names of two professional referees) ; or
n A qualification deemed equivalent.
n Meet the University's English language requirements.

Requirements
n A four year Australian or New Zealand bachelor's degree with a minimum overall result of upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above) in an honours year (normally with a research component in the fourth year); or
n An Australian or New Zealand master's preliminary qualification with a significant research component and with a minimum overall result of upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above); or
n An Australian or New Zealand coursework master's degree with a significant research component graded at a minimum upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above), and a minimum overall result of 

upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above); or
n An Australian or New Zealand research master's degree with a minimum overall result of upper H2B (a mark of 65 or above); or
n Qualifications or experience that the Graduate Research Committee considers to be equivalent to, or a satisfactory substitute for, the above.
n Meet the University’s English language requirements.

Requirements
n A bachelor's degree requiring at least fours years of full-time study in a relevant field, and which normally includes a research component in the fourth year, leading to an honours 1 or 2A in a relevant field;
n A course leading to a level rated by the relevant department, faculty and committee as equivalent to an honours 1 or 2A in a relevant field; or
n A master's degree that entails work, normally including a significant research component, at least equivalent to an honours degree in a relevant field (a 'significant research component' in a master's degree 

will vary from discipline to discipline). It is normally expected that a grade of honours 2A has been obtained for the research thesis or project. Where ungraded, examiner's reports will be taken into account; or
n A qualification deemed equivalent
n Meet the English language requirements of the University

60%

60%

80%

80%

55%

55%

Pass
8 units

Pass
8 units

60%

60%

sass.monash.edu.my

Prerequisite for science stream: In addition to English (as specified), applicants must have the following or equivalent, Australian Year 12 equivalent in one of biology, chemistry, mathematics, 
physics, geography, psychology or higher mathematics
Prerequisite for business stream: In addition to English (as specified), applicants must have the following or equivalent, Mathematics (Australian Year 11 equivalent)
Prerequisite for information technology stream: In addition to English (as specified), applicants must have the following or equivalent, Higher Level Mathematics (Australian Year 12 equivalent)

6 65 16 55% 60% 7.5 24 8 6 69.3% 81.7 7.560% 6 55% 55% N/A N/A N/A

monash.edu.my/dhes

Undergraduate
n IELTS: Overall score of 5.5 with no band lower than 5.0; or
n Paper-based TOEFL: Overall score of 471, with a TWE score of at least 4.0; or
n Internet-based TOEFL: Overall score of 52, with a minimum score of 15 in writing, score of 14 in speaking, score of 5 in reading and score of 5 in listening; or
n PTE Academic (Pearson Test of Academic English): Overall score of 42, with a writing communicative skills score of at least 36 and no PTE communicative skills score below 36; or
n MUFY (Monash University Foundation Year): 60% to 64% in English.
Any other qualifications or requirements recognised by Monash University and the Malaysian government.
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The information in this course guide is correct at 
the time of publication. Monash University 
Malaysia reserves the right to change the 
information in line with updates, from time to time.
Please check the website (www.monash.edu.my) 
for the latest information.

Produced by Marketing and Future Students, 
Monash University Malaysia
Copyright © 2017 Monash University Malaysia,
DULN002(B)

November 2017

Co. No. 458601-U
(Date of establishment: 20 March 2000)

CONTACT US
Business hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 6.00pm

Counselling hours for course enquiries:
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 6.00pm 

Closed on weekends and public holidays.

Enquiries

T +60 3 5514 6000
F +60 3 5514 6001
E mum.info@monash.edu

Address

Monash University Malaysia
Jalan Lagoon Selatan
47500 Bandar Sunway
Selangor Darul Ehsan
Malaysia

monash.edu.my
monashmalaysia


