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Abstract 

At the close of 2014, the northeast and eastern part of Peninsular Malaysia was hit by massive flooding not 
seen before in the country's history. Flood victims were reported to have described the raging waters as "like a 
tsunami". Four states were affected - Kelantan, Terengganu, Pahang and Perak but it was Kelantan that was 
worst hit.  

As rescue and relief efforts were mobilized, numerous controversies arose over the government's  
unpreparedness and confusion in handling the crisis. Uncoordinated efforts, inaction and incompetence were 
alleged. Numerous civil society groups and ordinary concerned citizens rose up to help in well-intentioned but 
often haphazard fashion.  

Among the many controversies, the relief efforts to the Orang Asli, the indigenous peoples of Peninsular 
Malaysia, generated considerable attention about the marginalisation of the community.  

In the wake of the disaster, this presentation tells the story about what happened to the Orang Asli 
communities in the Belum-Temenggor, Perak area with the floods. It explores questions about disaster survival 
and coping approaches of the Orang Asli. It also explores issues about how the state considers the well-being 
of the community in the practices of state agencies tasked with their welfare. It concludes with implications 
about their survival approaches and the future well-being of the Orang Asli in the overall context of the country.   

 

Bio-note:- 

Wong Young Soon is the execut ive director of Malaysian Care, a non-profit social work 
organisation registered in Malaysia since 1979.  He is now currently pursuing his PhD at Monash University 
Malaysia, Jeffrey Cheah School of Medicine and Health Sciences, under Global Public Health.  
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